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the subjects were celebrations, hunting and horse riding, but the greater
number of Phese paintings were symbolic and difficul? 'o analyse. Unlike
the people of the ancient Iraq who had invended wriling in Warka and

Jamdat Nasir periods and 1lef?t us a treasure of tablets and the Bgyptlians
who adopted writing from Mesopotamia, the people in ancien’ Morocco were
not able to invent their own method of wriling. Scholars have failed ‘o
find meanings for the symbols engraved on sPone there, but ‘he ancient
Moroccans depended on the phosnician writing and later on Latin btub writing

in general was very limited.



Another type of architecture is the circular building, called
"tholos" and known in ancient Irag in *the Paleolithic age at Nemrik and
Arpachia and in the Arab peninsula, Yemen and Cyprus. These buildings
were of multi-function. In Morocco there is a place called Mzora which
is neither a grave nor a temple. Its shape is circular, with a possibility
that it was roofed by a dome and in that it is influenced by the circular
buildings of Halaf with reference to funeral ceremonies, they included
sprinkling the dead with red ash or paint them with Ocher or even cutting
some of their limbs and sometimes, mixing up their bones. All these
ceremonies were known in the Near Zast in Hagsuna, Halaf, Ubdid and Warka,
and they were also known at many other places in Syria, Palestine, Anatolia,
Iran, and Bgypt, and in North Africa in Algeria and Tunigia, all these
conventions weqre not taken from Ibsria as some French historians have

claimed.,

The other aspect of similarity appears in rock paintings. These

painbings were mown in Iraq in the western desert (Hurran valley) and they

date back to the nealithic age. They were also known in Emirates Magfoot
decorations and in Iybia at Acacus and Dj. ouenat. They are abundant in
Morocco, and were excubed with high skill. The painbing of weapons
especially daggors are distinguished as being identical to the Sumerian
daggers of the Barty Dynastic period and are not similar to the Roman or
Islamic weapons. The wagons painbs on these rock painting Morocco are also

similar to those occur on Gylinders seals inm ancient Iraq.

These Moroccan painbings resemble in subjects and form with the
Egyptian'paintings, which represent the Egyptian Gods. What is interesting
in all these paintings whelher in Beyp? or in the other countries is the
reality of the animal figures and the symbolic particularily of the

figures. B8ome of these figures and vieus could be easily understood when




As to metallurgy, the people of Mesopotamia lkmew the metals
earlier than the Moroccans who knew the copper before the arrival of the
Phosniciang (1200 B.C.) Scholars differ over the origin of the bronze
in Morocco and their evidence depend on some objects as bronze jewels,
spear heads, three axes and a sword. In addition that some rock paintings
show swords probably were made of bronze. Archaedlogical excavations
proved thatl copper mines are available in Morooco whereas the people in
Mesopotamia had to import it from abroad. This industry must have come
to in the third millenium B.C. long before the arrivals of the Phoenicians.
Concerning the architecture it is difficult to differsntiate between the
religious building and tombs for the simple reason that the Moroccons like
the Iraqi inhabited natural caves, which is a convention used in the
Paleolithic ages. Man-made caves were known in ancient Iraq at Al-Tarr
and Mijwal; in Jordan al Petra, in Sinai peninsula, and also in lebanon.
These man-made caves wers kmown in Morocco as “haouanet" which were also
known in north Africa, Bast Algeria, and Tunisia in which the dead were
burried in their underground graves and followed a simple funeral ceremony.
It is also noticed that the stone graves calted (Dolmen), which are in the
north of Morocco at such places as Zl-Mries, El-Mris Jouf Al-Ramil-Dar-
Sero and many other places, have their origin in the Egyptian graves at
Abedous and Heraclpolis in the Iebanese and Iragi graves, the graves found
in Bmirates @& Hili and in Bahrain and in Crete and Sicily. These agpects
of similarity are believed to have reached Morocco via the Mediterranean.
4s for the Tumulus graves found in the Moroccan desert and the western
plains have their origin in the Tumulus graves of Bahrain known as La'moss,
and in the graves of Iraq, Eeypt and the east of Saudi Arabia, which represen

the influence of Mesopotamian and Indian civilizationse
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